E570

Keith Bright was born in Lemoore, Cali-
fornia, during the oil boom in the State’s San
Joaquin Valley. He began working in the oil
fields at 19, but went to college to become an
expert on the science and business of petro-
leum. During World War Il, the military refused
Keith’s patriotic efforts to enlist because he
was more valuable producing the vital supply
of oil to the troops.

During his years in the oil fields, Keith Bright
founded KEN Corporation, one of the world’s
largest producers of oil-based drilling fluid, and
NECK Petroleum, an oil driling company
based in Bakersfield, California. He developed
oil and gas fields in the valley.

In the 1960s, Keith Bright moved to the
eastern Sierra Nevada and bought a ranch
near Independence, California, in the heart of
the Owens Valley. A long alpine valley ringed
by some of the highest mountains in America,
by the 1960s it had become parched because
most of the water in the Owens River was di-
verted through the Los Angeles Aqueduct to
the taps of Southern California.

| came to know Keith Bright in the 1980s
after redistricting added the Owens Valley to
the area | represented. He was an intense ad-
vocate for Inyo County and the needs of the
valley, both before and after he became a
county supervisor.

By the time Keith Bright joined the board of
supervisors in 1986, Inyo County had been
embroiled for more than a decade in a lawsuit
to reclaim some of the water being pumped
out of the valley by the city of Los Angeles. Al-
though ordered by courts to reduce pumping a
number of times, Los Angeles continued to lit-
erally pump the Owens Valley dry throughout
the 1980s.

To break the impasse, Bright in 1991 led
the board in negotiating the landmark Inyo-Los
Angeles Long-Term Water Agreement, which
for the first time required Los Angeles to ad-
dress the environmental effects of its pumping
on the Owens Valley. The agreement sparked
a recall movement against the Inyo County
board—Bright defeated the recall by a 60 per-
cent margin.

| was pleased to work with Keith Bright on
a number of projects to bring back the Owens
River, and it was a delight to see him on hand
in 2006 when the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power opened the valves and sent
water pouring down the river once again.
There is still work to be done, but anglers now
catch trout along stretches of the river that
were dry for decades.

Keith Bright was a moving force behind
many other improvements in the Owens Val-
ley. He was one of the main backers of cre-
ating a National Historic Site at Manzanar, the
internment camp where many Japanese
Americans were forced to stay during World
War Il

Madam Speaker, Keith Bright was one of
the most dedicated, enthusiastic Americans |
have ever met. He was truly a modern man of
the Old West, dedicated to rugged individ-
ualism and local initiative. He almost shouted
from the mountaintop to let his local commu-
nity work and keep big government off their
backs.

In memory of the long life and wonderful
character of Keith Bright, the people of Inyo
County have planned a memorial service de-
signed to be a celebration. | ask my col-
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leagues to join me in commending that cele-
bration, and in remembering the life of the
man who devoted himself to his community for
nearly 50 years.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE “PRIVATE
STUDENT LOAN BANKRUPTCY
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2010

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | am pleased
to join my distinguished colleague, Represent-
ative DANNY DAvis of lllinois, in introducing
today the “Private Student Loan Bankruptcy
Fairness Act of 2010.” This legislation would
amend the Bankruptcy Code so that private
student loan debt can be discharged in bank-
ruptcy. This bill will help to ensure that people
who seek higher education to better their fu-
tures are not dissuaded from doing so by the
threat of financial ruin.

Under current bankruptcy law, educational
debt is not dischargeable in bankruptcy unless
the debtor can establish—through an adver-
sary proceeding—that repaying her edu-
cational loans would impose an undue hard-
ship on her and her dependents. Congress’s
intent in enacting this provision back in 1978
was to protect Federal student loan programs
from fraud and abuse by student borrowers
and ultimately to protect the taxpayer dollars
that fund Federal student loan programs.

Inexplicably, this provision was extended in
2005 to protect for-profit educational lenders,
even though doing so was not consistent with
Congress’s rationale for making Federal stu-
dent loans non-dischargeable. This 2005
change is troublesome because private stu-
dent loans often lack the consumer protections
of Federal loans, making the need for bank-
ruptcy much greater.

Federal student loans offer certain protec-
tions to minimize the risk that a financially dis-
tressed debtor will need bankruptcy relief,
whereas private student loans are not required
to have, and often do not have, such con-
sumer protections. For example, Federal loans
have fixed interest rates, whereas private
loans often have variable rates that can be as
high as 19 percent. Unlike Federal loans, pri-
vate loans have no limits on origination fees,
which can be as high as 9.9 percent, with
lenders often charging additional fees such as
late fees or fees for any deferments or for-
bearance, and half of the private loans in one
survey had no forbearance option at all. Fed-
eral loans also provide flexible options for dis-
tressed debtors, such as income-based repay-
ment plans and partial or complete loan for-
giveness in some circumstances, whereas pri-
vate lenders are not required to offer such op-
tions. For these reasons, private loans should
be dischargeable in bankruptcy.

The bankruptcy system should work as a
safety net that allows people to get the edu-
cation they want with the assurance that,
should their finances come under strain by
layoffs, accidents, or other unforeseen life
events, they will be protected. Our legislation
takes a modest but important step in achieving
this goal.
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| thank Representative DAvIS for working
with me in crafting this important legislation. |
also thank Senator RICHARD DURBIN for intro-
ducing a similar bill in the Senate. | urge Con-
gress to act quickly and pass these bills.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, April 13th and Wednesday, April 14th |
was unavoidably absent from the House
Chamber. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall votes 196, 197, 198,
199, 200, 201, 202 and 203.

PUR DRINKING WATER

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, just short
of one year ago, | came to the House floor to
commend a constituent company, Procter &
Gamble, for its efforts to provide clean, safe
drinking water to billions of people across the
globe. The occasion for my remarks was the
delivery of P&G’s one billionth liter of safe
drinking water. At that time, | said that | was
proud, not only for P&G’s philanthropy up to
that point, but also for the fact that they had
committed to providing an additional two billion
liters of safe drinking water within the next five
years. | am happy to report that P&G deliv-
ered its two billionth liter of clean water to an
earthquake survivor in the town of Dichato,
Chile.

According to the World Health Organization,
more than one billion people across the globe
do not have access to clean, safe drinking
water. More than 4,000 children die every day
from diseases they acquire through the con-
taminated drinking water. Nearly 1.5 million
children die every year due to the water they
drink. Each of these deaths is preventable.

For more than seven years P&G has
worked to prevent these deaths. Through the
Procter & Gamble Children’s Safe Drinking
Water Program, P&G and its 80 partners dis-
tribute PUR—a powdered water clarification
and disinfectant that comes in small, easy-to-
use packets—in some of the poorest areas in
the world. One small packet of powder uses
the same ingredients as municipal water sys-
tems to remove pollutants and kill bacteria and
viruses in a liter of polluted or contaminated
water.

Madam Speaker, | am very proud to rep-
resent Procter & Gamble. The lack of clean,
safe drinking water threatens the health, liveli-
hood and stability of nations around the world.
| am very proud of the leading role that Proc-
ter & Gamble has taken to save thousands of
lives each year. Please join me in congratu-
lating P&G for the work they have done on
this important issue and recognize them for
their life-saving efforts.
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HONORING COAL MINERS FROM
UPPER BIG BRANCH MINE IN
WEST VIRGINIA

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today, | extend my condolences to the com-
munity of Raleigh County, West Virginia, as it
mourns the loss of 29 miners in the collapse
of the Upper Big Branch Mine-South, the
worst U.S. mining disaster in decades. | also
would like to express my heartfelt condolences
to the families of victims who perished in the
collapse.

The profession of coal mining is important
not only to our nation’s past, but also to its fu-
ture, as we search for alternatives to our de-
pendence on foreign oil. These professions
power our economies and shape our culture.

| commend the tireless efforts of Raleigh
County’s first responders, as well as the vol-
unteer efforts of those trained in mine rescue,
and for the long hours they devoted to save
the lives of the trapped miners.

The role of Congress in securing the health
and safety of coal miners is essential and im-
portant. | take my role in the process of ensur-
ing that violations of safety codes are properly
dealt with and recorded, so communities like
Raleigh County, West Virginia can avoid trag-
edy.

Iywould like to thank Rep. RAHALL for intro-
ducing this piece of legislation, and express
our Nation’s sympathy and support for the fall-
en miners, their families and their community.

TAXES
HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, today,
tax day, is the most stressful day of the year
for taxpayers. April 15th is a day filled with ag-
gravation and frustration as hard working
Americans are confronted with piles of forms,
confusing instructions, and the prospect of
turning their hard-earned money over to the
government. In 1935, the 1040 tax form con-
tained two pages of instructions, today it is
155 pages, forcing Americans to devote a tre-
mendous amount of resources to try to comply
with this monstrosity. In fact, Americans will
devote an estimated 7.7 billion hours com-
plying with the tax code, and will spend an es-
timated $29.33 billion on tax software, pre-
parers, and other expenses related to filing
their taxes.

Over the past year, we have seen citizens
from around the nation express their frustra-
tion about this nefarious tax code. Taxpayers
have pleaded with Congress to be better stew-
ards of their money and reform our broken tax
code. The tax code Americans are forced to
comply with discourages savings and invest-
ment, and is impossibly complex. It has be-
come all too clear that the current code is bro-
ken beyond repair and cannot be fixed so we
must start over.

| understand the frustrations of taxpayers
and | have introduced H.R. 982, the Tax Code
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Termination Act, which will force Congress to
finally address fundamental tax reform. This
legislation, with 115 bipartisan cosponsors, will
abolish the tax code by December 2012, and
call on Congress to approve a new federal tax
system by July of the same year.

While almost every Member of Congress
would recognize that our tax code is no longer
working in a fair manner for Americans, noth-
ing has been done to create a more equitable
tax code. Congress won’t act on fundamental
tax reform unless it is forced to do so. My bill
will force Congress to finally debate and ad-
dress fundamental tax reform.

Once this bill becomes law, today’s oppres-
sive tax code would survive for only three
more years, at which time it would expire and
be replaced with a new tax code that will be
determined by Congress, the President, and
the American people. This legislation will allow
us, as a nation, to collectively decide what the
new tax system should look like. Having a
date-certain to end the current tax code will
force the issue to the top of the national agen-
da.

Although many questions remain about the
best way to reform our tax system, | am cer-
tain that if Congress is forced to address the
issue we can create a tax code that is simpler,
fairer, and better for our economy than the
one we are forced to comply with today.

Whichever tax system is adopted, the key
ingredients should be: a low rate for all Ameri-
cans; tax relief for working people; protection
of the rights of taxpayers and reduction in tax
collection abuses; promotion of savings and
investment; and encouragement of economic
growth and job creation.

Taxes may be unavoidable but they don’t
have to be unfair and overcomplicated. | urge
my colleagues to join me as a cosponsor of
H.R. 982, the Tax Code Termination Act and
end the broken tax system that exists today.

—

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK, KING
COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, this week
we’ll be recognizing National Library Week all
across our great country. In an age of tough
economic forecasts, and families scrambling to
make ends meet while still engaging in their
communities, libraries around the United
States have seen more people walk through
their doors, visit their websites and commu-
nicate with their employees than perhaps ever
before. Indeed, the library systems of America
are operating at unprecedented levels. Rather
than shrinking in their responsibility, many sys-
tems are proactively courting members of their
communities and expanding the resources
they have available to help push this country
forward. | am very fortunate to represent the
8th Congressional District of Washington, and
to observe and follow the work being done by
my childhood library system, the King County
Library System.

The King County Library System, led by Di-
rector Bill Ptacek, is the third-busiest library
system in the United States. It is a remarkable
distinction. In his introduction to their year-in-
review for 2009, Director Ptacek wrote: “KCLS
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developed an innovative approach in response
to the economic crisis to guide patrons to reli-
able information when they needed it most.”
Citizens in our region looked to their library
system for help and the King County Library
System responded: In 2009, nearly 10 million
people walked through the doors of their local
library and more than 21 million items were
circulated. The library catalog of the King
County Library System had nearly 89 million
visits and the system’s website—
kingcountylibrarysystem.org—received nearly
27 million hits. In other words, | can think of
very few public organizations busier than the
King County Library System and the System
has responded, stepping up to meet the chal-
lenge in a big way.

Director Ptacek and his staff have expanded
collections and streamlined service using tech-
nology and terrific, innovative organizational
structure and management. The King County
Library System has increased its technological
output and reached out proactively to under-
served communities in King County with great
success. The system has ensconced itself in
the communities it serves and has become a
huge asset for families, community groups and
local governments. The King County Library
System has researched and developed pro-
grams specifically targeting young children in
their formative years to get excited about lit-
eracy and research; they’'ve done the same
specifically targeting children who speak
English as a second language. Overall, the
King County Library System is providing the
people of King County with a large public or-
ganization that is best described with one
word: innovative.

Director Ptacek, his managers, and the em-
ployees of the KCLS deserve our utmost re-
spect and admiration. The system answers the
call of communities each and every day, with-
out fail. A large public organization with such
an innovative spirit and flexible structure al-
ways deserves accolades and encourage-
ment. | am proud to honor the KCLS during
National Library Week, during a difficult period
and for serving our communities in such effi-
cient, creative, and meaningful ways.

———

BI-PARTISAN MAJORITY IN THE
U.S. HOUSE CALLS FOR PROTEC-
TION OF CAMP ASHRAF RESI-
DENTS

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on March 17,
2010, Congressman BoB FILNER (D-CA),
Chairman of the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and Congresswoman ILEANA
ROs-LEHTINEN (R—FL), Ranking Republican on
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, were
joined by 10 of their colleagues, including
three from the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, in a briefing to announce the support
by a bi-partisan House majority for the human-
itarian rights and protection of residents of
Camp Ashraf in Irag.

In his remarks, Filner announced that fol-
lowing last July’s deadly assault by the Iraqi
security forces against unarmed residents of
Camp Ashraf, home to 3,400 members of
Iran’s main opposition, the People’s Mojahedin
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